THE DIRECTOR'S CHAIR

Karen Braitmayers mission 3 accessbility, But she's not just addressing architacts—she is one. by Bokar kam

In a profession kaown Toi ,'.*ur'l.rl:!:us Eurs'J::.g warth gll:“!-!.':.l
phatographs af dashing and colecul commissans, achitect
Earen Braitmayer is boound to raise some eyebrows whan sha
spezales of what's o her own valige,

“Winar | 2o isnT glamancss,” she spys. a chackle saeaking
g har woice, "Ry portiolio consists af a e of bathrooms
ant handrals.”

Shos net st baing modest. A
orogect roster for Stodio Paches,
tha Soattle-Dased suchitectural
Ermm that Emitrmayar lounrkd in
TP, o4 catalog of entries such
a5 Marcessibde ceculalion patis
ard “harnier memoval,” Yet such

L

unpretentious  professional fare
wias enaugh o place Braitmayer
arnargg B0 aothers chosen for 2l
bpwshen in he AlA st year Aned
daspite the St that she designs
TGRS Mo olten than wholn
Cuildings, that's hasdly dminizhed
Feer ;m:l:li:'-.?: Her Eima is in
chemand—in cxisting structurgs,
sechileclural ollce, and construc
tion sites nalicnally,. %1 lzwel
across the country 2 101, shi says.

Y=t when she doss, Brailrmayer
n cifton dicoumged. Soms 15
years following the adaption of
the Amercans with Disalsilitias
Al ADAY she n:u,r['m:l:,-' SO0
cxarngies of naoceasibile facilives:
frorn fastroams with 100-nasowe

"Inm Seattle

ylls, Andd 15 nol fee shae has 1o
pull Cast & laos measure w0 discesn
the cifanding conditions; she knows them becauge dhe can't
wzer thern. Ostoogenesis imperacta, a rare genetic bons diso:-
clar, cavses Hrailmeye to use & whes'chair ~
as to o so many puble accommadations miss the rerk, ¥ she
says. "lean't figure out where the flaw stans. |s ithacaese ache-
macts don’t underssand the law ar is it the owvnes who insists on
caing sthings his vy

I'mi |:|ui1i.'.~ :'.ump-nd

CONTINUING EDUCATION

In 1he end, maybe that doesn't mamer, because Brairayer =
cul 1o change the situation (see “Leading by Bample™ page
320 Whele she's casually marnnered and hardly given to see-
mnizing, Braitmayer’s nonetheless become an ardent cham
pion for accessiblite 5he’s appearsd in @n episode of the
papualas AR telzwision denss Crtewme Makoover Home

{hEras & |'||rj'r|

i'-ri-ﬂg'.- "But other places don't have thatl.”

Edition, on which sha hs!pud r=lit the houwse of 3 Tarmily with
E ':.ll_"lg,l who suflers oo the sarme discedor Hraitrnayer oy, In
Seatile’s city hall—ahich was designed by Bassenti Archulecis
2nd Bohlin Cywinsia Jackson in 2003 —she pushed for po-ship
freara an a glass pedestrian bridge for the benclit of thosa
wsing crutches and cancs. But faor the archasctural profession,
cha's Decome :'.nrr.mhing et mal
greaten A criical voice whao's not
same rnge activist, but rather
one of their own, “ArchTacture
neocds mann pq‘.'-:‘:||:‘:-||: wiilhy edinakbsil
itigs Lo join the profession,” she
says, "Once we have moee anchi-
tects wha soe the worlld dilfer-
ently, wa'll get more mclusive
ness in design.”

Far o, howevss, Bratmayer
hivs her cwn thases 1o nad w the
coar ke beleves e should
L contmuing-sohusstion courses
to holp architoos wndorstand the
ADA recnelations {"ls't the ALA
en argazmzanen that could hels
to provide traning ke ths?” ghe
thallenges), and sha thinks thaz
archutecis and commmunily acvo.
cates for the dealbled should find
oopartenitics ko interact with
sech ather "fArchilects ame wsusl
people, anc 3 they have soome
ans whao can show them, it
veai b really chok”

Until 7= docs, Brammayer does
daily firld battle with the still-
Ccommcn missonceptiaon thas
sorassindlity is selely a manda
of the fedoad o lecal gevernrment. In facl, sho BIUES, ICOEE-
sble design = simely good business, "Owners, and perhaps
architects, 190, hava besn slow Lo understand that pecpla
with desbilives are also cansumers,” she explains, “Wa have
A choos ol where to spend oot monsy And if ve find 2 stoe
oo a howl that makas it easy for us to gat aroand, wa will

lawel of ADA compli-
2MEE,” Bays Brailmayer. above, on the no.clip suer
stalls 1 dooss obstructed by ficor  fage 2he specified for City Hall's glazs pedestrian

spend our money there. And nob cnly el those Dusoossces
gat oy mcesy but the mossy of my family and fnsnds—
cvarybody who's with me on that viss ™

WOHRLD OF TOMORROW

She dovelops this peint with a little crystal-ball gazing. The
futare, Broitmanrer sivs, will not be a time when the ADA
mhrealens (s way toward unilorm adaption. Rathes, she saps,
tha cowntry & slowdy moving 1o a point at which the concept
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of “specin]” adjustments Tor thie few are ceding to the
higher ideal of wniversal design, which promaotes opi-
] wsig e fear CERTWNE rainar thar 5._-|ti7;_ring minirmum
standards hke thaso ot foreh in the e

I the S=attle residential markes, for axampla, achi
lecls ane *'--'Jt_;'n;_g anh incraas ng member of clhents whao
wean? accessibly designed bomes [singlebove] laypouts,
wide doors, entrances wathowl stairs) ewen thowsgh
thiew're lully ambulasore [0 ola, B ::|I||_ npen, 1N TRERaN
far this trend seems principally financial—in a nenoway
hn..-=.ni.:| market. clients are ip.a'-.-u'u_] that ey Tiest
hoase may indeed be the st ane shey can aford, sa
they e making plans 1o groee ald =i “Waybne it age,
toa,” she adds. “Poopla are warch rig Thair pasents gar
alder, and thinking, What's poing o happen to ma
when | get thoge?

A5 accessible design gains prevalence, Braitrnayer
siys, i1s rmarits will bipcome :.':-;_'rr_-a.g.':'ugl_-,- appanant, aand
then Beagin o move e muaskor—thay &, mom than it
has zleady. "I the consumer <ays o the devolopor
thiat b npeds a wniversally dasignad home, tha deval-
gper wall beogin to adopt universel design i ooder ta
soll hoases,” she speoglates. "That's the groundswell
that will make the change.”

Fow nicmw, [icrevsswsy, Braitmayers portdolio continues
tio fill weith the kes of -grai} bars, mmps, and p.;n:i'_::ﬂ:-._
Bur for hes, ease ol we might be the maost beautitul
anpoct of dogian anyway.
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In Ber elarts to boost the profile of universal design using her
DTl Wk, Em-'.m.:nynr'ﬁ bigw bl My b that the bos
scoessibie designs aren't easy to pick cut—ihey are, very often,
remarkable for the absence of ingocessihle design, For instance,
contracted by the Puget Sound Environmeantal Leaming Center
a retreat oo Seattle’ Bainkwicge [sland, Brastmayer waas tasked
winth rmakmg a nature trasl accessble for thoss whio, ke ber use
a wheelchalr But <he cidn’t sp=cly ssophall panng or the cut-
ting chown of tees 10 straighten the trail, “We tested naturel
pEvineg tnmr}uunds,' she =rys, “uotil we found the right mxture
of matenals that would bind together to dreate a Ermoand sta-
bl surfaco-——bar it 56l locked like a typdcal natwre trail.”

Er’EIi!I'I'I‘..'I]ﬂ'!I alxe aften s.lrprim n..'l.:i'hitil'lﬁ MANIars WHOEE
buildings are not in ADA comphiance with the news thet creat-
ing accessible fcilities seldom means moving heaven and eanh
ta let o whesdchair through; its usually & buench of small st
Called in o swvey the restraom in a higherise in Seattle, for
example, Braitmayer informad 3 much-elieved owner that the
phumibing e wouldn't have 1o be shifted to oeate widsr
todat stalls on all 40 flooes, just the partitions. Rather than
remaving the stone slabs ab the door threshalds (3 comenon,
and literal, stumbling block for people with dsabilitics), she says
Men just meemed wedges S0 you can gel over them.”
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